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with a lower mean elevation, the southern extremity of
the Anti-Lebanon rises in the Jebel-es-Sheikh (Mount
Hermon) to an altitude of 9,200 feet, the culminating
point of the Syrian highlands, some 30 miles south-
west of Damascus. Beyond this point it throws off
two branches towards the south-west and south-east,
thus enclosing the upper sources of the Jordan, and
merging eastwards in the rocky uplands of Gilead and
Moab.

An expedition was made to North Syria in 1892 by
the Rev. Dr. Post and Professor West, for the purpose of
extending to the Lebanon region the accurate map of
Palestine published by the Palestine Exploration Fund.
Excluding the south-eastern flanks of Hermon, both the
Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon were found to be of limestone
formation. The effects of erosion by water are far more
distinct on the Lebanon chain, a fact due to the heavier
rainfall to which it is exposed; the romantic wadies
which furrow its western slopes find no counterpart in
the tame watercourses of the Anti-Lebanon. Lebanon is
a single ridge, above which rises a series of commanding
peaks, while the Anti-Lebanon is of much more compli-
cated structure. It is rooted in the great ridge of
Hermon in the south, from which five ridges diverge
northwards like the ribs of a fan. The space included
between these ridges is a plateau ranging from 4000 to
5500 feet above sea-level, while the intervening ridge
ranges from 7000 to 8557 feet in absolute height. The
conical summit of Halaim, at the northern extremity of
the second ridge going westwards, is characterised by a
more distinctive flora than the rest of the system.